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WASHINGTON -- U.S. Rep John Olver (D-First District) announced                today that the U.S. Department of Justice has awarded a $129,664                community policing grant to assist public schools in Pittsfield.              

The grant -- awarded under the School-Based Partnerships program                of the Justice Department's Office of Community Oriented Policing                Services (COPS) -- will be used to provide local law enforcement                agencies with funds to help Pittsfield public schools combat problems                such as violence and/or intimidation on school grounds.              

"Community policing has proven to be an effective tool in combating                crime in our schools and neighborhoods. School-based partnerships                is an ideal program because it enables schools and police to solve                problems together.              

"I applaud the Administration and the Department of Justice for                continuing to put our children first and ensuring that their education                is not impeded," Olver said.              

The Pittsfield Police Department is the recipient of the $129,664                grant and will collaborate with the Berkshire Center for Families                and Children to help provide social services and counseling to students                regarding bullying, threats, and other forms of intimidation by                students at school.              

The School-Based Partnership program is a new initiative of the                Clinton Administration and is designed to keep children safe and                reduce school-related crimes. The program complements the existing                COPS program which plans to add 100,000 new officers to our nations                streets and communities by the year 2000.             
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